About Kakurinjid the 20" temple along the Shikoku pilgrimage
- Its history and miracles tales based on two e&iGe2@ury documents
by David C. Moreton (1 )

There are numberless tales related to the Shikoku pilgrimage. Stories abatusalre gre
KNk ai ( post humWb bBalsh) (7K8885)wprigrine deing cured of illnesses or
disabilities, pilgrims being rewarded for giving alms or punished for not, and stories about the
founding of a temple. However, these stories have beeth gagheoughout generations by
word of mouth or have been recorded in secondary source material about the pilgrimage. Until
now, it appears that very little attention has been given to the examination of primary source
material, such as books producedhtividual temples that contain such stories and that very
few of thesdoundation legendgngior miracles talese{ggrrelated to the Shikoku pilgrimage
have been translated into English. It isamy over the next few artickesexamine a few of
these bookproduced by temples, which are full of stories, legends anddalesent many of
their stories in EnglisiHn 1999, lan Reader offered a limited look at some of such stories. Here
he presents an English translation of ninacletaled reorded inAccount of the Merits of the
Shikoku Pilgrimg§éikoku henro kudakuki ), whichhad been compiled by a
priest called Yuben Shinnen in 1690.

At this time, | do noplan tolook into the possible reasons why temples produced such
books but only offer a possible solution made by Ré&dendation legendsr(giaffirm the
sacrality of a location and play an important role in constructing an image @apdwieat
osuch [miracle] legends may well have been invented by priests in order toepgivice
institutions or sacred images with a reputation for efficd@reamwidely publicized as a means
of creating faith and encouraging the faithful to visit religious instéutifengater states,
OWhether produced by temples and shrines themselves or written by outsiders, stories are an
important means for establighithe reputation of a place and getting the word out to many
peoplé

This paperwill take a close look at Kakurinji, thd" 26mple alonghe Shikoku

pilgrimage, its history and development and tales that have been written about it. Two primary

1 The secondrticlewill examine two books and the stories contained within about Temple Ntsukj, Taher
bookswritten about temples with foundation and mitatds include one about Temple 16, Kannonji published
sometime after 191Batcontains eight tales or one about Temple 10, Kirihataji (date untawhe twelve tales.
As well, thex are a few books written during1860s thatontain tales of various temples along the Shikoku
pilgimage.

2 See Reader 19861369

3 See Reader 1998, 61 andZI(9
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sourceboks will be used in this study: THe 20 Temple of Shikoku, Jizo Bosatsu Kobo Daishi,
Complete Account of Miracle Tales, Kakurinji of A@hjkakinbiban Reijo Jizo Bosatsu Kobo
Daishi Reigenki Zen Awakuni Kakurinji I l l

, 1908' and 2)An Abbreviatédcount of Kakurijkurinji Ryaku Enki Zen

, 193%. The first book is 13cm wide by 22cm long, has fifteen pages and contains
fourteen miracles tales each with an illustration maryobf mave been included in this paper.
The first page of the book describes the fo
12.5cm wide by 18.5cm long and was first published in 1926 (reprinted in 1935). It contains
descriptions of the founding tife temple and each of the temple buildings, various spiritual
tales, stories regarding the main deity, and the naming of the temple. The editor of the 1935 book
states in regards to the benefits of doing the Shikoku pilgi@egfgkoku (note: €hikokus
a name for the Shikoku pilgrimage) i's a pro
peace and comfort for this life and the next as well as tranquility in the present life. It is called
dbgyb ni ni noneiswith Daishishama who is letfing do the pilgrimage. There
is nothing greater to be thankful for than Oshikoku, especially No. 20, Kakurinji which is well

known by people along the pilgrimage route emlmeomparabland remarkable plage.

The Beginnings of Kakuriniji:

According ¢ these two documents during the reign of Emperor Kanmi8@@3ivhen
KNkai was stil!]l young, he participated in as
that when he took a break at the home of Zuka, he was told in adieara,is a sacred
mountain about one kilometer up from this river (Katsuragawag Wieerteachings of
Buddhism were once spread, so you should go here and restore this satvédesite. KNk a i
awoke he soon set off and climbed the mountain. Heesgncentratedn restoring the site
and prayed for the wealth and wisdom for all pdoptang his stay, he saw a light shining from
the treetop of an oldedarand a pair of male and female cranes who, in turns, were protecting a
goldcoloured statue of Jizo Bosatsu with their wings. The cranes asked that the statue be
enshr i nedayedsThe 3d)drk deity statue of Jizo Bosatsu descended from the treetops
and stopped on hisands, whicver e f ol ded i n prayer. With te
service and carved a 90cm statue of Jizo Bosatsu from the tree that the smaflad statue
descended from. He placed the smaller one into the larger one, made it the main deity and named
the temple, Reijuzan Kakurinji (CréioeestTemple). Then from the remaining pieces left from
making the main deity, he carved five typdeltd thanow existtoday, as a treasure of the

temple. The large bell is another treasure, which was found in the ground during the time when

* The illustrations seen in this article (except for the map of Kakurinjiem@rded in this 1908 book.
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KNk ai founded this temple proving °ttisaaid t hi s
that Emperor Kanmu (737806) donated 3000ken (1 ken= 1.8 meters) of land tdhse.
somet i me @& fineehis digcidle and nephew, Shinzen @M is said to have
completed the seven temple buildings.

Kobo Daishi taking a break Discovering the bell in the ground

As well, the documents state that throughout higtakyrinji has unlike many other
temples received the protection from numerous emperors and rulers. For example, Minamoto
Yoritomo (11471199) repaired the temple buildings, donated a lot of land and worked hard for
thet e mpprotedian. He also gavetatse, a golden staff and 3@@00of money.Minamoto
Yoshitsune (115P189) in a book wrotéRiding a boat from the bay of Akashi, one reaches the

land of Awa and can see tftisane mountad® Later, Miyoshi Nagaharu (188%7) of the

Ashikaga periods a prayer fee ga&@kan, whiclis noted in a book calléghumiyoghi 0
). Hachisuka lemasa (also known as Hoarn:16383 in 1585 came to this area and in July,

wrote in theKinseisHo ) that the cutting down of trees is not allowed within 11km
(100cho) by foot of the temple. As well, he donated abkokdef lancf and used money from

the Awa domain to make buildings and sent officers to replace the roof and tatami mats. Later,
Hachisuka Mitsutaka (16B866) in February of 1666 (Kanbun 6) made a record of the@emple
history and presented it to the temple. ThiathisukdMuneteru (1684743) in the summer of

1741 (Kanpo 1) visited here, prayed and donated Kannon sutra, 2 rolls of a beautifully copied

5 The discovery of the bell is first mentioned in Shikoku Henro Nikki (1650)
6 SeeShikoku Henro Reifdki89) an&hikoku Reigenki (A1886)
7 SeeShikoku Henro Reifdki89) an&hikoku Reigen(@886)

One kan = 100énon (copper coins):
For a description of Japanese madnmi#y.//www.pierremarteau.com/wiki/index.php?title=Money_(Japan

8 One koku of land will grow 180 liters of ricbu5hels) said to lemougho feed one person for a year.


http://www.pierre-marteau.com/wiki/index.php?title=Money_(Japan
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Hannya Shingyo sutra, a brocade Buddhist ornalogr@and a large tin container used for the

tea ceremony.

The Buildings of Kakurinji °:

According to the 1935 book about Kakurinji, it states that the temple grounds extend
seventtwo meters east to west and 180 meters north to south. As well a detailed description is
given for each building: (see correspgnaimber on map)

1) In the fall of 1892 (Meiji 25)e Niomon gate was blown down by a strong wind;
however, in February 1909 (Meiji 42), it was rebuilt. It is said that renowned sculptor of
Buddhist statues, Unkei (1112P3) made the Nio (Deva King) statu

2) The Rokkakudall(was bhleix 88§00(Bunkyu 3) and the seven Jizo
statues made by Kbbb Dai shi are stored in

3y The Hondb (Main hall) was made in 1604 (|
main deity made okhgsthK Bido Bosddsa mada by.Unkei iis wall as
statues of the four heavenly kings.

4) The Gomadb ( Goma hal |l ) 1926 Jaiskod ) prd edntaits the n = M
nembutsu hotoke of Hosokawa Yorino, the Kachitori Fuyo Myoo and scrolls of the
foundingof the temple. In 1899 (Meiji 32), it burned down andéheutsu hotoke
Chosokabe and the Fudo Myoo, Shiomyo made by Chisho Daishi were all destroyed.

(As of 2008, the Gorrdo is part of the main hall)

5 The Daishidb (DaiMayi9l1Bal(lTaiwdd ¢ b uiTlhte
Dai shi statue made my Kbbb Dai shi i's ensh
(As of 2008, it is at old entrance of the main hall. See no. 13)

6) The Jubdb burned dodom 1899 andhap aPR5;tthds ndt yee Go me
been restored.

7)) The Sanjudb was rebuilt in 1827 (Bunsei 1

8 The Kannonodb was completed idowatmade ( Tai
smaller. The Juichimen Kanzeon along with the temple protecting cranes, Daibosatsu
alongwith other statues are placed here.

9) The Ze nk dgmpodablycomstristed during the Meiji period. The statues of
Zenkoji Bunshin Nyorai, Gokuzo Bosatsu and Aizen Myoo are enshrined within.

10)The Kanetsukidb was r ebwibdlltvasmade.1 759 ( Hor €

11)The Hoko (treasury) wesbuiltin April 1748 (Enkyo 5).

9 Notes about the temple buildings can b&nssleikokuHenro Nikk{1650)Shikoku Henro Rei{d&89) and
Shikoku Henro Meish@®@9) which lists all of the buildings.
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12JThe Chadb (tea Heblb68e(GBenraka 8). Inbthel Shikokui Henro
Meishozue (1800) ( ), it statesghere one can receive a haircut as a
osettai and when the sgoes down, it is possible to stay the nightdlarAugust1929
(Showa 4), the building fell down and it is written in 1935, that there are plans to rebuilt it.
13)The priesk residencek(ri) burneddown in a fire in Aug 1885 (Meiji 18), but it was
rebuit in Feb 1895 (Meiji 28).

Map of Kakurinji
(Kakurinji Ryakuenki Zen, 1935)




