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About Kakurinji ð the 20th temple along the Shikoku pilgrimage 

- Its history and miracles tales based on two early 20th Century documents - 

by David C. Moreton ( ) 

 

There are numberless tales related to the Shikoku pilgrimage. Stories about the great saint 

KƝkai (posthumously known as Kƅbƅ Daishi) (774-835), pilgrims being cured of illnesses or 

disabilities, pilgrims being rewarded for giving alms or punished for not, and stories about the 

founding of a temple. However, these stories have been passed on throughout generations by 

word of mouth or have been recorded in secondary source material about the pilgrimage. Until 

now, it appears that very little attention has been given to the examination of primary source 

material, such as books produced by individual temples that contain such stories and that very 

few of these foundation legends (engi) or miracles tales (reigen) related to the Shikoku pilgrimage 

have been translated into English. It is my aim over the next few articles to examine a few of 

these books produced by temples, which are full of stories, legends and tales and present many of 

their stories in English.1 In 1999, Ian Reader offered a limited look at some of such stories. Here 

he presents an English translation of nine miracle tales2 recorded in Account of the Merits of the 

Shikoku Pilgrimage (Shikoku henro kudokuki: ), which had been compiled by a 

priest called Yuben Shinnen in 1690. 

At this time, I do not plan to look into the possible reasons why temples produced such 

books but only offer a possible solution made by Reader. òFoundation legends (engi) affirm the 

sacrality of a location and play an important role in constructing an image of poweró and that 

òsuch [miracle] legends may well have been invented by priests in order to provide religious 

institutions or sacred images with a reputation for efficacy and are widely publicized as a means 

of creating faith and encouraging the faithful to visit religious institutions.ó He later states, 

òWhether produced by temples and shrines themselves or written by outsiders, stories are an 

important means for establishing the reputation of a place and getting the word out to many 

people.3 

This paper will take a close look at Kakurinji, the 20th temple along the Shikoku 

pilgrimage, its history and development and tales that have been written about it. Two primary 

                                                
1 The second article will examine two books and the stories contained within about Temple No. 19, Tatsueji. Other 
books written about temples with foundation and miracle tales include one about Temple 16, Kannonji published 
sometime after 1919 that contains eight tales or one about Temple 10, Kirihataji (date unknown) that has twelve tales. 
As well, there are a few books written during the 1800s that contain tales of various temples along the Shikoku 
pilgimage. 
 
2 See Reader 1999, 361-369.  
 
3 See Reader 1998, 61 and 209-211.  
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sourcebooks will be used in this study: 1) The 20th Temple of Shikoku, Jizo Bosatsu Kobo Daishi, 

Complete Account of Miracle Tales, Kakurinji of Awa province  (Shikoku Niju-ban Reijo Jizo Bosatsu Kobo 

Daishi Reigenki Zen Awakuni Kakurinji: ║ ║ ║

, 1908)4 and 2) An Abbreviated Account of Kakurinji (Kakurinji Ryaku Enki Zen, 

, 1935). The first book is 13cm wide by 22cm long, has fifteen pages and contains 

fourteen miracles tales each with an illustration many of which have been included in this paper. 

The first page of the book describes the founding of the temple by KƝkai. The second book is 

12.5cm wide by 18.5cm long and was first published in 1926 (reprinted in 1935). It contains 

descriptions of the founding of the temple and each of the temple buildings, various spiritual 

tales, stories regarding the main deity, and the naming of the temple. The editor of the 1935 book 

states in regards to the benefits of doing the Shikoku pilgrimage: òO-Shikoku (note: O-Shikoku is 

a name for the Shikoku pilgrimage) is a promise from Kƅbƅ Daishi to us that we can obtain 

peace and comfort for this life and the next as well as tranquility in the present life. It is called 

dƅgyƅ ninin  - one is with Daishishama who is letting you do the pilgrimage. There 

is nothing greater to be thankful for than Oshikoku, especially No. 20, Kakurinji which is well 

known by people along the pilgrimage route to be an incomparable and remarkable place.ó  

 

The Beginnings of Kakurinji:  

According to these two documents during the reign of Emperor Kanmu (781-806) when 

KƝkai was still young, he participated in ascetic training at high and remote mountains. It is said 

that when he took a break at the home of Zuka, he was told in a dream, òThere is a sacred 

mountain about one kilometer up from this river (Katsuragawa) where the teachings of 

Buddhism were once spread, so you should go here and restore this sacred site.ó When KƝkai 

awoke he soon set off and climbed the mountain. There, he concentrated on restoring the site 

and prayed for the wealth and wisdom for all people. During his stay, he saw a light shining from 

the treetop of an old cedar and a pair of male and female cranes who, in turns, were protecting a 

gold-coloured statue of Jizo Bosatsu with their wings. The cranes asked that the statue be 

enshrined, so KƝkai prayed. The 5.4 cm deity statue of Jizo Bosatsu descended from the treetops 

and stopped on his hands, which were folded in prayer. With tears of gratitude, KƝkai offered a 

service and carved a 90cm statue of Jizo Bosatsu from the tree that the smaller statue had 

descended from. He placed the smaller one into the larger one, made it the main deity and named 

the temple, Reijuzan Kakurinji (Crane-Forest-Temple). Then from the remaining pieces left from 

making the main deity, he carved five types of bells that now exist today, as a treasure of the 

temple.  The large bell is another treasure, which was found in the ground during the time when 

                                                
4 The illustrations seen in this article (except for the map of Kakurinji) are recorded in this 1908 book.  
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KƝkai founded this temple proving that this site had been sacred since ancient times.5 It is said 

that Emperor Kanmu (737-806) donated 3000ken (1 ken= 1.8 meters) of land to use.6 Then 

sometime after KƝkaiõs time, his disciple and nephew, Shinzen (804- 891) is said to have 

completed the seven temple buildings.  

 

                              

             Kobo Daishi taking a break                                     Discovering the bell in the ground 

 

As well, the documents state that throughout history, Kakurinji has unlike many other 

temples received the protection from numerous emperors and rulers. For example, Minamoto 

Yoritomo (1147-1199) repaired the temple buildings, donated a lot of land and worked hard for 

the templeõs protection. He also gave a statue, a golden staff and 3000 kan of money.7 Minamoto 

Yoshitsune (1159-1189) in a book wrote, òRiding a boat from the bay of Akashi, one reaches the 

land of Awa and can see this ôcrane mountainõ.ó Later, Miyoshi Nagaharu (1553-1577) of the 

Ashikaga period as a prayer fee gave 20kan, which is noted in a book called Ashumiyoshi (

). Hachisuka Iemasa (also known as Hoan: 1558-1638) in 1585 came to this area and in July, 

wrote in the Kinseisho ( ) that the cutting down of trees is not allowed within 11km 

(100cho) by foot of the temple. As well, he donated about 70 koku of land8 and used money from 

the Awa domain to make buildings and sent officers to replace the roof and tatami mats. Later, 

Hachisuka Mitsutaka (1630-1666) in February of 1666 (Kanbun 6) made a record of the templeõs 

history and presented it to the temple. Then, Hachisuka Muneteru (1684-1743) in the summer of 

1741 (Kanpo 1) visited here, prayed and donated Kannon sutra, 2 rolls of a beautifully copied 

                                                
5 The discovery of the bell is first mentioned in Shikoku Henro Nikki (1650) 
 
6 See Shikoku Henro Reijoki (1689) and Shikoku Reigenki zue (1886) 
 
7 See Shikoku Henro Reijoki (1689) and Shikoku Reigen zue (1886)  
One kan = 1000 mon (copper coins):  
For a description of Japanese money: http://www.pierre-marteau.com/wiki/index.php?title=Money_(Japan) 
 
8 One koku of land will grow 180 liters of rice (5 bushels) said to be enough to feed one person for a year.  

http://www.pierre-marteau.com/wiki/index.php?title=Money_(Japan
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Hannya Shingyo sutra, a brocade Buddhist ornament clothe and a large tin container used for the 

tea ceremony.  

 

The Buildings of Kakurinji 9 :  

According to the 1935 book about Kakurinji, it states that the temple grounds extend 

seventy-two meters east to west and 180 meters north to south. As well a detailed description is 

given for each building: (see corresponding number on map)  

1) In the fall of 1892 (Meiji 25), the Niomon gate was blown down by a strong wind; 

however, in February 1909 (Meiji 42), it was rebuilt. It is said that renowned sculptor of 

Buddhist statues, Unkei (1151-1223) made the Nio (Deva King) statues.  

2) The Rokkakudƅ (a hexagonal-hall) was built in 1860 (Bunkyu 3) and the seven Jizo 

statues made by Kƅbƅ Daishi are stored inside. 

3) The Hondƅ (Main hall) was made in 1604 (Keicho 9) and contains the national treasure 

main deity made by Kƅbƅ Daishi. It also has the Jizo Bosatsu made by Unkei as well as 

statues of the four heavenly kings.  

4) The Gomadƅ (Goma hall) was completed on May 5th, 1926 (Taisho 15) and contains the 

nembutsu hotoke of Hosokawa Yorino, the Kachitori Fuyo Myoo and scrolls of the 

founding of the temple. In 1899 (Meiji 32), it burned down and the nembutsu hotoke of 

Chosokabe and the Fudo Myoo, Shiomyo made by Chisho Daishi were all destroyed.  

(As of 2008, the Goma-do is part of the main hall)  

5) The Daishidƅ (Daishi hall) was rebuilt in May 1913 (Taisho 2). The Yakuyoke Kƅbƅ 

Daishi statue made my Kƅbƅ Daishi is enshrined inside.  

(As of 2008, it is at old entrance of the main hall. See no. 13)  

6) The Juƅdƅ burned down along with the Goma-do in 1899 and as of 1935; it has not yet 

been restored.   

7) The Sanjudƅ was rebuilt in 1827 (Bunsei 10) and the Gochi Nyorai statute is stored inside. 

8) The Kannonodƅ was completed in 1925 (Taisho 14) when the Daishi-do was made 

smaller. The Juichimen Kanzeon along with the temple protecting cranes, Daibosatsu 

along with other statues are placed here.  

9) The Zenkojidƅ was temporarily constructed during the Meiji period. The statues of 

Zenkoji Bunshin Nyorai, Gokuzo Bosatsu and Aizen Myoo are enshrined within. 

10)  The Kanetsukidƅ was rebuilt in 1759 (Horeki 9) and the large bell was made.  

11) The Hoko (treasury) was rebuilt in April 1748 (Enkyo 5).  

                                                
9 Notes about the temple buildings can be see in Shikoku Henro Nikki (1650), Shikoku Henro Reijoki (1689) and 
Shikoku Henro Meishozue (1800) which lists all of the buildings.  
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12) The Chadƅ (tea house) was built in Feb 1689 (Genroku 2). In the Shikoku Henro 

Meishozue (1800) ( ), it states, òhere one can receive a haircut as a 

osettai and when the sun goes down, it is possible to stay the night here.ó In August 1929 

(Showa 4), the building fell down and it is written in 1935, that there are plans to rebuilt it.  

13) The priestõs residence (kuri) burned down in a fire in Aug 1885 (Meiji 18), but it was 

rebuilt in Feb 1895 (Meiji 28).  

 

 

Map of Kakurinji 
(Kakurinji Ryakuenki Zen, 1935) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


